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he was consulted about the placing and structure of
this "worthy and laudable design/*
"lie told me there were thirty or forty young men
in orders in his parish, either governors to young
gentlemen or chaplains to noblemen, who being
reproved by him on oeeasion for frequenting taverns
or coffee-houses, told him they would study or
employ their time better if they had books. This put
the pious doctor on this design; and indeed a great
reproach it is that so great a city as London should
not have a public library becoming it,"
The Library was erected in Castle Street, St.
Martin's Lane*
So far as play-acting was concerned Evelyn was not
much templed. This may partly be accounted for by
the fact that, except when he was staying in London,
an evening at the theatre would have prevented him
from returning to Dcptford till very laic. But there
was a more fundamental reason than this. Evelyn
really disapproved of the Restoration theatre (unlike
PepySj who had an overmastering passion for going to
the play). In a letter to Lord (Jornburyia 1665, he
suggests that Parliament should prohibit plays during
Lent, or reduce the number of performances as in
Paris and Rome. In London lie complains "the
ladies and the gallants come recking from the play
late on Saturday night to their Sunday devotions;
and the ideas of the farce possess their fancies to the
infinite prejudice of devotion. . * . Plays are now
become with us a licentious excess and a vice and
need severe censors that should look as well to their
116